
 

Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health & Environment 
c/o 301-130 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, ON M5V 2L4 

www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca 

 

 
1 May 2009 
 
The Right Honourable Stephen J. Harper 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Prime Minister’s Office 
111Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 
 
Via Fax: 613-941-6900 
 
Dear Prime Minister Harper,  
 
Re: Banning Persistent Organic Pollutants Under the Stockholm Convention 
 
The Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment (CPCHE) is an innovative and 
multi-sectoral collaboration of organizations, formed in 2001. Much of our work includes 
educational and advocacy efforts to reduce and prevent fetal and childhood exposures to toxic 
substances.  
 
We write to you today to seek leadership from you and your Ministers of Health, Environment 
and Foreign Affairs. As you will know, the Fourth Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm 
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) will occur in Geneva in early May. 
 
The POPs Review Committee, established under the Stockholm Convention, has reviewed the 
scientific evidence and proposed nine additional chemicals for inclusion in the POPs Treaty.  
 
These chemicals include pentabromodiphenyl ether, octabromodiphenyl ether, 
hexabromobiphenyl, lindane, alpha hexachlorocyclohexane, beta hexachlorocyclehexane, 
perfluorooctane sulfonate, chlordecone and pentachlorobenzene.  
 
We know from our own research that these chemicals are highly toxic and that they persist and 
accumulate in the indoor and outdoor environment. They create both short and long term hazards 
to environmental health as well as serious health risks to current and future generations of 
children.   
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We strongly support the recommendation to list these chemicals in Annex A (elimination) of the 
Stockholm Convention. Canadians can be rightly proud of the leadership that Canada showed in 
helping to create, and then being the first country to ratify, the Stockholm Convention.  
 
We urge you to demonstrate continued leadership and ensure Canadian support for the listing of 
these nine chemicals in Annex A of this international treaty. 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Erica W. Phipps 
Partnership Director   
on behalf of the CPCHE Partners 
 
 
cc:  Hon. Leona Aglukkaq, Minister of Health (Fax: 613-952-1154) 

Hon. Jim Prentice, Minister of Environment (Fax: 819-953-0279)  
Hon. Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Foreign Affairs (Fax: 613-992-6802) 

 
 

 
 

  


