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30 November 2012 
 
Sarah Yoo 
Public Education and New Media Unit 
Ministry of Children and Youth Services 
56 Wellesley St W, 15th Floor 
Toronto ON M5S 2S3 
sarah.yoo@ontario.ca 
 
Subject:  Comments on Early Childhood Section of the Ministry of Children and Youth 

 Services Website 
 
Dear Ms. Yoo, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment (CPCHE), I’d like to 
thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the enhanced content of the early childhood section of the 
Ministry’s website. We strongly support the dissemination of practical information to help parents ensure 
their children get the best start on life by providing the nurturing, nourishment, stimulation and safe and 
healthy environments that are so important to optimal development during these critical early years. We 
applaud your efforts in this regard. 
 
CPCHE is a national partnership of environmental, public health, medical, disability advocacy and child-
centred organizations that, since 2001, have been working together across traditional boundaries to advance 
the protection of children’s health from the risks posed by toxic chemicals and pollutants 
(www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca). CPCHE has a strong track record of developing evidence-based 
knowledge translation tools and collaborating with strategic “on-the-ground” partners to build public 
awareness and empower preventive action to reduce toxic exposures and associated risks for the developing 
fetus and child. Much of our outreach work is targeted to prospective and new parents, both because of the 
exquisite vulnerability of the perinatal stage and because of the heightened receptivity of prospective and 
new parents to health promotion messaging on environmental health risks to children. 
 
Drawing upon CPCHE’s experience in promoting children’s environmental health and our collective 
knowledge of the scientific evidence linking prenatal and early life environmental exposures with adverse 
developmental and health outcomes, we believe that there should be a greater focus on healthy 
environments within the Ministry’s early childhood website. There is strong evidence that certain 
environmental toxicants can adversely and permanently affect the developing fetus and child. Lead and 
mercury, for example, are potent neurotoxicants. Evidence is emerging for many other substances, including 
chemicals that interfere with endocrine function and may potentially contribute to obesity, diabetes and other 
chronic disease. Further, environmental exposures are relevant throughout the life course, from 
preconception through pregnancy and all stages of childhood. For these reasons, we feel that environment as 
a topic warrants a top-tier listing on the site. Specifically, we would like to see “environment” as one of the 
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navigational options in the left-hand column so that users can access this information directly from the main 
page. At present, the link to information on environment can only be found if the user first clicks on “your 
health before pregnancy” and follows the link to a separate webpage. In addition, environmental exposures 
should be included, along with injury prevention, in the “keeping your baby safe” link under the section on 
“how can I give my baby the best start.” 
 
CPCHE recently produced a video entitled “Creating Healthy Home Environments for Kids: Top 5 Tips” and 
related print resources to empower prospective and new parents with practical, low-cost means of reducing 
common sources of toxic exposure in the home. This outreach campaign, which was sponsored by the 
Government of Ontario, was carried out in close collaboration with public health units and others from across 
the Province, many of which are now actively using the video and related resource materials in prenatal 
classes and other educational programming for parents. The video received an enthusiastic reception from 
early years professionals at its launch in February 2012 at the Best Start Resource Centre’s annual 
conference in Markham. Health Nexus/Best Start was among the collaborators on its development. The video 
pilot evaluation report summarizes the overwhelmingly positive feedback received from both service 
providers and parents during the pilot phase. 
 
We believe that the CPCHE “top 5 tips” video and related print resources would be an ideal 
information source for visitors to your early childhood webpage on the topic of environment. The 
CPCHE website is www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca and the top 5 tips materials are prominently displayed 
on the home page, along with links to additional information on a range of children’s environmental health 
protection topics. The top 5 tips video is available (with or without subtitles) in English and French; the print 
materials are available in English and French and will soon be available in five additional languages. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. Feel free to contact me at (613) 791-4248 or 
erica@healthyenvironmentforkids.ca if you have questions or would like more information.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Erica W. Phipps, Partnership Director  
 
CPCHE Partners:     
Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
Canadian Child Care Federation 
Canadian Environmental Law Association 
Environmental Health Clinic-Women’s College Hospital 
Environmental Health Institute of Canada 
Learning Disabilities Association of Canada 
Ontario College of Family Physicians 
Pollution Probe 
South Riverdale Community Health Centre 
Toronto Public Health 
 
CPCHE Affiliates: 
Ontario Public Health Association 
Thunder Bay District Health Unit 

 
 
 
 


