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11 October 2008    
 
The Honourable John Gerretsen 
Minister of the Environment 
12th Floor, 135 St. Clair Avenue West 
Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
 
 
Honourable Minister, 

 
Re:  Proposed Toxics Reduction Legislation in Ontario 
 
The Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment (CPCHE) is a multi-sectoral 
collaboration of eleven organizations with expertise in issues related to children, health care, public health and 
the environment (www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca).  
 
CPCHE supports Ontario’s move to enact toxics reduction legislation and call upon the Ontario government 
to ensure a comprehensive approach in this law that: 

o establishes clear toxics reduction targets; 
o applies to a larger list of chemicals; 
o requires substitution of safer alternatives; 
o establishes an institutional framework that both facilitates and approves the preparation of 

toxics use reduction plans; and  
o strongly supports public right-to-know.  

 
In the context of the proposed legislation and, indeed, the government’s environmental protection and health 
promotion efforts more generally, CPCHE also underscores the need to: 

o apply a precautionary approach; 
o invest in green chemistry;  
o promote the use of life-cycle assessment;  
o require and promote extended producer responsibility; and  
o foster corporate environmental stewardship. 

 
Further elaboration on those and other relevant principles and approaches are contained in CPCHE’s 
forthcoming Vision and Strategy for Children’s Health and Environment in Canada: First Steps in 
Lifelong Health, to be publicly released in the coming months.  
 
The developing fetus and child are especially vulnerable to the risks posed by hazardous chemicals in the 
environment and in consumer products. To guide its work, CPCHE focuses on health outcomes that 
potentially affect large numbers of children and are serious and/or irreversible in nature, and on the most 
significant exposure pathways. We call upon the Government of Ontario to consider sources and 
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pathways of child/fetal exposure in its decisions on the list of substances to be included in the proposed 
law, as well as for future expansions of the list.  
  
We commend the Government of Ontario for taking the progressive step of proposing toxics reduction 
legislation, and look forward to the enactment of a robust and world-leading law that embodies the above-
mentioned principles and approaches.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Erica W. Phipps 
Partnership Director      
 
 
 

  


