
Scan the 
QR code 
for references 
and more 
resources

Healthy Environments for Learning Day (HELD) is an initiative of the
Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment

In Canada, approximately 2.2 million children travel to and from school every day on over 50,000 school buses, making 792 million 
school bus trips each year.12 The majority of school buses are still diesel-fueled.
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HEART AND 
LUNG CONDITIONS

Diesel exposure is 
linked to heart and 

lung disease.2

ANXIETY AND 
DEPRESSION

Breathing air pollution 
may harm children’s 

mental health.3

NOISE 
EFFECTS 

Diesel buses are 
significant sources of 
noise pollution7 which 
can impact children’s 
physical health and 
mental well-being.8

BRAIN 
EFFECTS

Exposure to diesel may 
lead to learning and 

memory deficits2. Even 
short-term exposure 

can disrupt brain 
function.9

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Oil and gas production, which 
includes diesel, accounts for  
27% of Canada’s greenhouse 

gas emissions.
 Transportation accounts 

for another 24%.
5

HEALTHIER 
COMMUNITIES

Children, drivers and 
school communities 
breathe cleaner air. 

HEALTH 
COST SAVINGS

Replacing one diesel school 
bus with an electric school 

bus can save $11,800 in 
health costs related to 

diesel pollution.11

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

V2G (vehicle to grid) enables 
school bus batteries 

to support a clean 
energy grid. 

REDUCED 
OPERATIONAL 

COSTS
Electric buses are cheaper 

to run and easier to
 maintain.11

POSITIVE 
MENTAL HEALTH 

The electric school bus is a 
visible sign of climate action. 

Being a part of climate 
solutions can reduce 
children’s anxiety .10

CLIMATE
BENEFIT

Each electric school bus 
eliminates 334 tonnes 
of greenhouse gases.11

IT’S TIME TO SHIFT… 
to electric school buses across Canada for the health of our children and planet.

Each diesel school bus emits 82 tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2)
over the course of its 12-year life span.1

ELECTRIC SCHOOL BUS
Each electric school bus reduces greenhouse gas emissions,  

equivalent to taking 23 passenger vehicles off the road.1

DIESEL-POWERED SCHOOL BUS

LESS NOISE

Electric bus engines are  
much quieter than diesel, 

significantly reducing 
children’s noise 

exposure.

CANCER

Exposure to diesel 
exhaust can cause 

cancer2. Traffic pollution 
is linked to childhood 

leukemia.4

ASTHMA

Children exposed to traffic 
pollution, including diesel 
exhaust, are more likely to 

develop asthma.2,6

IT’S TIME TO SHIFT… 

SCHOOL BUS
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