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Background

• The Canadian Environmental Protection Act,1999 (CEPA) is an important part 

of the Government of Canada’s legislative framework aimed at preventing 

pollution and protecting the environment and human health

• Addresses risks posed by substances that may be found in food, consumer 

products, drugs, drinking water, air, soil, waste, and industrial releases that 

may enter the environment

CEPA is 
administered by 
Health Canada 

(HC) and 
Environment and 
Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC)



Prenatal and children’s health are important 

considerations under CEPA

Bisphenol A (BPA) in Canadians



CEPA Amendments

• CEPA was amended in June 2023 to include the:

• recognition that every individual in Canada has a right to a healthy environment, as 

provided for in CEPA, subject to reasonable limits; 

• requirement to uphold related principles, such as environmental justice, non-

regression and intergenerational equity; and

• requirement to develop an implementation framework to set out how the right to a 

healthy environment will be considered in the administration of the Act.

The implementation framework was published in July 2025 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/publications/right-healthy-environment-implementation-framework.html


The Right to a Healthy Environment & Equity

• The framework provides guidance for HC and ECCC to consider in their decision-making under CEPA to 

support protection of the right. In relation to equity, it emphasizes the importance of:

• Access to Information: supporting people in Canada in their ability to make informed decisions about their and 

their communities’ health and environment, understanding how government decisions are made, and holding 

governments accountable for those decisions

• Participation in Decision-making: providing interested parties, including Indigenous peoples, with the 

opportunity to influence the decisions under CEPA that may impact them

• Indigenous Rights: respecting rights under section 35 of the Constitution Act,1982, including the inherent right of 

self-government, and for the Government’s legislative and policy commitments to First Nations, Inuit, and Métis

• Environmental Justice: seeking to advance the fair and equitable protection of all people in Canada from 

disproportionate environmental or health risks and to advance their equitable access to meaningful participation in 

decision-making under the Act

• Intergenerational Equity: emphasizing that it is important to meet the needs of the present generation without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs



Examples of upcoming work under CEPA

• Upcoming opportunities to participate in decisions that may be of 

relevance for prenatal/children’s health:

• Draft risk assessments from the Plan of Priorities* where potential 

endocrine and/or reproductive effects have been flagged (e.g., nano-scale 

zinc oxide, bisphenol A analogs/alternatives, organic flame retardants)

Ways to get involved:

• Subscribe to the CMP Latest News to receive emails when consultation periods begin: 

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/subscribe.html 

• Submit a request for a substance to be assessed: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-

substances/canada-approach-chemicals/request-assess-substance-canadian-environmental-protection-act-

1999.html

*The Plan of Priorities identifies substances for assessment, and other activities 

that support the management of substances in the coming years
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Key Messages

• Prenatal/children’s health has long been a priority under CEPA

• With the new lens of a right to a healthy environment, it will be important 

for HC and ECCC to build relationships and collaborate with groups who 

have expertise and networks that can help us:

Improved health 
outcomes

Inform CEPA 
decisions and 

policy

Hear from 
communities 
experiencing 

marginalization 
and/or 

disproportionately 
impacted

Support literacy 
on environmental 

chemicals



Key Resources

• Healthy Home: Common household chemicals and pollutants, health effects, minimizing exposure and keeping 

safe  (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/healthy-home.html) 

• Right to a Healthy Environment Portal to access information on actions and decisions under CEPA, including 

opportunities to participate in decision-making (https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-

change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/publications/right-healthy-environment-

portal.html)

• Plan of Priorities: A multi-year, integrated plan for the assessment of substances in Canada, as well as other 

activities that support the management of substances (https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-

change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/implementing-modernized-cepa/plan-of-

priorities-landing-page/plan-of-priorities.html) 

For questions related to the right to a healthy 

environment under CEPA, please email:

HealthyEnv-EnvSain@ec.gc.ca.
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The “Reimagining Research” feasibility study

Our Goal: To explore how to make longitudinal 
biomonitoring research more inclusive, relevant and 
without harm for communities who may experience 
marginalization and have been typically 
underrepresented in research



• Communities: 
• Hamilton
• Ottawa

• Roundtables with community service 
providers

• 75 participants from 24 agencies

• Knowledge Sharing Conversations 
with community members

• 69 participants 

13

We conducted roundtable discussions and 
knowledge sharing conversations. 
  



Consistent presence

Pre-engagement created safety 
and openness

Establish relationships 

Extractive < Collaborative 
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BUILD: TRUST BEFORE NOT DURING 



SHARE: CURIOSITY & CONCERN

“We learn from each other. And we 
have the experts here. That’s very 
nice of you coming and giving us all 
this information and we’re looking 
forward to get more sessions.”

“How can I know how many chemicals I have in 
my body? …Get rid of it, by eating healthy, don’t 
use [chemical]. I know how to get rid of it, but I 
want to know how many chemicals I have.”

Participants connected 
environmental chemicals to family, 
home, and daily life

Curiosity grew when participants 
could question researchers 
directly 

Peer learning and shared stories 
deepened understanding and 
confidence 



SHARE: ACCOUNTABILITY & ACTION

“So for me…if I wanna correct 
something, or if I wanna help 
something, how can I do it from 
above?”

“Doing it [participating in a study] is not a problem. 
[But] what is the solution? Because if I know that I have 
it [chemicals], how am I going to get rid of it? If I don’t 
get rid of it, I feel worried. So, I am not going to 
[participate]. If you have the solution, I’ll do it. ”

Shaping next steps, not just 
data collection 

Follow-up and informal 
feedback sessions 

Accountability means staying 
engaged after the session ends 



EXPLORE: MINIMIZING BARRIERS & CO-CREATING MOTIVATORS 

Honorariums signaled 
community time and knowledge 
were valued 

Engagement worked best when timelines 
and formats adapted to community 
realities 

Language-accessible materials and 
discussion supported inclusive and 
meaningful participation 

Sessions were hosted in trusted, 
familiar spaces, not institutional 
settings 



“I feel like when you get updates, when you’re part of an activity, when you get constant 
feedback on how the study is going, it’s motivating. I feel like I’m making a difference and 

…I’m contributing. ”
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Lynda Banning
Lyne Soramaki, Thunder Bay District Health Unit

Caring for Mother Earth Project



Protecting Our Children’s Future: A Caring for Mother Earth Checklist, 
(Revised, 2017). 







Resources



Resources



Bridge to Reconciliation
Acrylic on canvas by Lynda Banning

Migizi and Giniw’s Important Journey,            
Owl (Elder)l meets Migizi and Giniw 



For More Information 

Lynda Banning

lbanning@hotmail.com

Lyne Soramaki

Thunder Bay District Health Unit

lyne.soramaki@tbdhu.com

www.tbdhu.com/motherearthproject
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Looking ahead

PEHE-CCC: Prenatal Environmental Health Education – Collaborating for Clinical & Community Action

Upcoming events:
• Webinar 3 (March 4 2026 @ 12-1 PM ET) – Filling the gaps: 

Environmental health knowledge mobilization resources and 
strategies for preconception/prenatal care

Stay connected, get involved:
• Visit the PEHE-CCC project page and sign up for project news: 

https://healthyenvironmentforkids.ca/prenatal-environmental-
health/ 

• Get in touch with questions, ideas, interest to collaborate:
• Erica Phipps, erica@healthyenvironmentforkids.ca
• Tim Ellis, tim@healthyenvironmentforkids.ca 

https://healthyenvironmentforkids.ca/prenatal-environmental-health/
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